I I started buying vintage clothes arauand
10 years ago, after | cycled past alittle |
vintage shop and felt compelled to go
inside. The window was an organtssd
jumibde; It wasn't intimidating and

From retro
INAIO0Ne |
ofakind |meriss ettt

bedroom,
My first reaction was pure relief: in

| here I could remmage 1o find my own
—— | style, rather than being dictated to by

Dot chuck ot a I-'I'-ﬂf{?g? ﬂul‘.’a.ldut?a-lfgustry After discovering
| thislitile mie-dowm haven,
d@{ﬁfﬁfﬂﬁﬂ??ﬁﬂ SAYS | fashion suddenly became about the |
~ Learn to daily thrill of showing the world who |
| Treally was. | loved that the dlothes
sewm:i You can give old | hadbeen owned before - the nostalgia
wis exciting. Pd create histories for the |
EIGII?ESHHE'WEEESF ﬂfffé' | dresses and imagine their life befare [
E found them.
e — A i But buying vintage doesn’t come
FHOTOGRAPHY Christian Sindald | without its challenges. Often, Il find
ILLUSTRATION fsase Baray something [ love that doesn't quite fir. |

Women wore different enderwsar in
the past, so thedr bustline was higher in :
many dresses. Their waists were often
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namower, and many people made thedr | Id II’:IEd_
own clothes, meaning the seams arent | the basics -
always accurate. I've always used tacking a hem
tailors to take in my vintage Bads, but |am15E1"m:g
| recently wondered if [ could learmn to do but
it mryself, I'd tried the basics, suchas | O @ DULtON -
| tacking a hem and sewing ona button, | but my skills
| but my skills ended there, and I'd | ended there

never had the confidence to attemgm
anything more technical.

1t wezs time to see if T eould doit
myseif, s | booked myselfin fora
d@wing lesson with Elena Pintus, who
runs the sewing school Sew It With

499

| Love from her London studio, | took
along a dress I'd found in a flea marker |
| for £5. It was banditade It the 508 with | Tow i

mot a bt of skill, and was four sizes 1oo nil:lqm‘sm

| bag for me and frempy, but 1 loved the ;imsum o
| b I i Egudrchan Comioo-
bright burger-perint fabric. |

Elena asked me what | wanted to




do with the dress, and I told her | was
keen to keep it true to its original 60s
shift style, but wanbed it to fit me.

It sounded simple, but Elena wasn'
g0 sure. The original scamsiress's
handiwork meant there was some
buncliing up on ene of the breast
seams, and we'd have to unpick them
and start again. The dress was also

much too wide for me, 9o we woulkd
need o take |n the side seams.

T begin with, | put on the dress
inside ot and Elena pinned the seams
1o At me. 1 then took it off, canefully,
and we laid it out on the table. The first
task was to chalk 3 sirafght line along
all the seams we'd pinned by eve, then
repin them accurately. We then “tailor-
tacked™ the breast seams on both |
sides, to make sure they were pven.
This process took a long time, and it
was fascinating 1o see the care and |
Ihard work that goes into something :
that laodes 5o simpls - even before you

get o the sewing machine.

As 3 true professional, Elena
oouldn’t be rushed - [ had to be
patient and work through each stage

| of this laborous process. Onoe we had

repinmed 2l our sexma, we moved o
the sewing machine and Elena helped
me to sew them up, then press them
with an iron before 1 conld finally

try the Bnighed dress on. The result?
Perfect. 1 now have a well-Giting 60s
shift inabrilliant print that retains all
af its original charm.

Dawn O'Porter presents This Old
Thing on Channel 4; to arder the Bool:,
published by Hot Key Books of £20, for
£16, it Hicguarrdion. comy/Bookshop or
call 0330 333 5845
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WHERE TO GO
Dawn’s pick of her
Jfavourite vintage
shops at home
and abroad

Beyand Retro, Brick Lane

s 50 cheag, bt rammeed
with goodies. T gel lodt i Ehee
For hours and slways come oot
with Bagluls
Doy o, o

William Vintage, London

Thies s whiene § sk for igh-end
deigner pisd i Willlam Benks-
Blarery drewees 2 ot of people
e pid Carpets 50 s whee | go
fer peally tperial oot | have
bouwsght Courribges and Oswie Clarke
from Bilm and B 15 Ao Bl
soirring Fichly colleciable
clodhes Bnd aocetionies
ailEamuiatage.com

Juma Says Hello

I Lzse This Britesh wehsite. 5
il G Gt B vy well
selesrted from all owver the wordd,
s not cheap - wsaally aanpund
E150 far 2 dress - but gres o
eventy and specisl oo e,
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Stedla Dallas, New York, NY
Tows of gorgecen drisses and
SepaatE and 3 Good proe rege
A, sl s, Bt e,
nysrag. oo, Tectings s toresf
strila -dallas

Thee Rosebowl Flea Market,
Paspdena, CA

Ot ol Ehe bigoe! lea markets

i it wild, Feeld on bhe second
Sanday of every month. RBow upon
o of salls el pverything
from old billkard tabdes bo vintage
dresart, 1t is tetal haaven

Do you have a ﬁ.'r'n-u.'r.dr viniage
shop, ora vintage dress that you
have transfoomesd ¥ Let u know

abowot it at the address below
itepuaridiimucomywitnes
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